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Let te r  f rom the  Pres ident

Well, it’s the middle of summer, and the sailing weather around Buffalo, 
NY has been absolutely fantastic! I hope everyone is experiencing similar 
conditions and thoroughly enjoying their sailing season. Speaking of Buffalo, 
we have a couple ‘big win’ announcements for two events recently held in  
the area:

North American Champions 
Congratulations to Chris Doyle and the team of The Jug 4 1 on their North 
American Championship victory! A hard fought win that came down to the  
last race in an extremely competitive fleet of 30 boats (more details inside).

Can Am Champions 
Congratulations also to our J/22 scholarship boat recipient Alfonso Garcia 
Bringas, and his team from Jacksonville University, on their Can Am victory 
in beautiful Youngstown, NY!

Thank you Team Jacksonville! Not only has the 2017 scholarship team proven 
themselves as top-notch competitors, but they have also proven themselves 
to be masterful boat-keepers. The group has spent countless hours fairing 
and repainting the boat and working hard to optimize the performance of hull 
687. The boat looks terrific (see pictures of the team and boat below) and 
is performing exceptionally well with the brand new set of sails generously 
donated by Mike Marshall’s crew at North Sails. They have a few more 
regattas planned for this season, and we wish them the very best of luck.

Before I leave you to the remainder of your sailing season, I have two favors 
to ask: (1) please donate a few bucks to the J/22 Scholarship Program if you 
have not already; and (2) tell us about what you’re doing at your yacht clubs  
to promote youth sailing in J/22s. We want to hear from you!
Mark “Stu” Stuhlmiller, 
USJ22CA President 
Stuhlmiller@yahoo.com

Photo courtesy of: © 2017 Tim Wilkes / www.timwilkes.com
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Chris Doyle’s 
The Jug 4 1

Takes J/22 North American 
Championship on Tie-Breaker

In sports, coaches always say that every point 
matters. That was certainly the case at the J/22 
North American Championship hosted by Buffalo 
Yacht Club in Buffalo, NY. Chris Doyle’s The 
Jug 4 1 went into the ninth and final contest in 
third place, four points behind Travis Odenbach’s 
HoneyBadger. Doyle did his part by scoring a 
bullet, and paired with Odenbach’s fifth-place 
finish, the local team of Chris Doyle, Will Harris 
and Adam Burns took the Championship with 27 
points on a tie-breaker over Odenbach. Jeff Todd’s 
Hot Toddy, the day two leader, won Sunday’s 
opening race, but added a 13 in the final battle 
(their discard) to end with 29 points and third 
place.

After Todd won race eight in winds around 6 
knots, teams waited for breeze for about an hour. 
“The nice Northwesterly came in, but sailing 

here for a few years, we thought it would go 
southwest,” summarized Burns. Their local 
knowledge paid dividends, especially in race 
nine. “The RC started at 275, and we just knew 
it would go back to the true 260. So we started 
right near the pin. Travis was to windward of us, 
but we got lucky that he went after Jeff Todd, and 
we just sailed our race. This was not Chris Doyle 
weather,” joked Burns, referring to his skipper’s 
knack for excelling in heavier breeze.

The event included four teams in the Doyle 
family: Chris, brothers Kevin and Peter, plus 
Kevin’s son Jacob. All four placed in the top eight 
overall. Also competing was the current recipient 
of the US J/22 Class Association scholarship boat 
program from Jacksonville University, led by 
David Hein. They finished as high as second place 
in race eight, and ended 14th overall.
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Day 1 Report: Four races were completed on 
the opening day when Chris Doyle’s The Jug 
4 1 posted a 2,1,4,5 for 12 points and the early 
advantage. Teams took to the waters of Lake 
Erie in winds between 8-10 knots. Todd earned 
the opening victory, ahead of Chris Doyle and 
Odenbach. The top three flopped places in race 
two, with Chris Doyle taking first, Odenbach 
second and Todd third. Jacob Doyle won the third 
contest in breeze at 10-12 knots and lumpy seas. 
Zeke Horowitz’s Uncle Fluffy placed second and 
Peter Doyle third. Horowitz claimed the day’s 
final battle with Odenbach in the silver spot and 
Terry Flynn’s Tejas in the bronze.

Day 2 Report: After seven races, Odenbach’s 
HoneyBadger scraped its way to the top of the 
leaderboard. Following a bullet in Saturday’s 
first contest, HoneyBadger placed eighth in race 
six, becoming their discard. The Rochester-based 
helmsman rebounded for a third in race seven, 
leaving the team with a line of 3,2,6,2,1,3 for 17 
net points. Chris Doyle’s The Jug 4 1 dropped 
to second place, tied on points at 19 with Todd’s 
Hot Toddy. Teams waited out an on-water 
postponement for a couple hours before starting in 
about 6 knots. Odenbach collected the win, with 
Dave McBrier’s Vamanos/Hardware Chimp and 
Todd’s Hot Toddy completing the top trio. The 
breeze increased slightly in the next contest, won 
by Chris Doyle. Zeke Horowitz’s Uncle Fluffy and 
Jake Doyle followed. Tim Finkle’s Toots closed 
the day with a victory, as winds slightly increased 
to 10 knots. Todd and Odenbach were second and 
third, respectively.

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell
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The top five:
1. Chris Doyle, The Jug 4 1, 2-1-4-5-7-1-6-[8]-1; 27T 

2. Travis Odenbach, HoneyBadger, 3-2-6-2-1-[8]-3-5-5; 27T

3. Jeffrey Todd, Hot Toddy, 1-3-5-9-3-5-2-1-[13]; 29

4. Mike Marshall, Bad News, 5-[19]-8-6-9-7-4-10-3; 52 

5. Zeke Horowitz, Uncle Fluffy, 22-5-2-1-5-2-7-[24/TLE]-15; 59 

 
Thirty teams competed in the three-day event 
from July 21-23. Photos are available on the  
J/22 Class Facebook page, and complete results 
are available at www.j22na.com. 

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell
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The Inside Line: Congratulations on winning 
the North American Championship in your 
backyard! How did your local knowledge  
affect the outcome?  
 
Chris Doyle: Buffalo really isn’t our home 
waters even though it’s only 15 minutes from my 
house. Everyone on The Jug 4 1 team sails out 
of Youngstown, which is not even on Lake Erie. 
But we have sailed in Buffalo on the average of 
once per year, so it is not totally unfamiliar. Other 
than the last race, I found our “local knowledge” 
was pretty useless on the race course. A southeast 
breeze in Buffalo in August? That is a rare and 
unstable situation that is a real crap shoot for 
everyone. But we totally took advantage of local 
expectations in the last race. With the forecast 
northeast wind fading-out, the only chance for 
a last race was going to be the seabreeze. When 
the un-forecasted seabreeze started filling in 
from the northwest, everyone on our boat was 
pretty confident it was going to migrate left to the 
southwest, and it did. We had even picked out the 
compass direction we thought it would land on. 

The wind did go left, and we won the race.  
And because Jeff Todd and Travis Odenbach  
(i.e. the first and second place boats going into 
the last race) went right on the first beat, we won 
the regatta too. So we lucked-out a bit on the 
last race. I feel bad for Jeff and Travis since they 
had what looked like insurmountable leads on us 
going into the last race. But stuff happens. And 
the last time the NAs were in Buffalo in 2010, we 
had a pretty good lead after day one and then lost 
the regatta when the only other race ran turned 
out to be an ill-advised affair in unstable breeze 
on day two followed by a day and a half of no 
race-able breeze. The situation allowed a couple 
of boats (Greg Fisher and Jimmy Barnash) to slot 
in in front of us. I’m not bitter about it, but I think 
about that loss and others like it when we win a 
squeaker like this year’s NAs. 

The Inside Line: In the end, your team won on 
a tie-breaker. Is it a conscious effort during the 
event to always try to “get one more boat” on 
each leg of each race? Or is that something more 
to be focused on later in the regatta?  

North American Champion 
Winner’s Debrief

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell
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Chris Doyle: Not on each leg, really. If there are 
boats we can catch and pass on the last two legs of 
any race, we try to do so. On the first two legs we 
generally try to press to the front of the fleet by 
passing clumps of boats using a good start, boat 
speed, clear lanes and leverage. So the first two 
legs are a more strategic approach. Once we’ve 
settled into a group of competitors after the end of 
the first leg (hopefully near the front of the feet), 
then we use the first downwind leg to allow our 
group (we call them our “wingmen”) to extend 
from the pack behind us. The more we extend 
from the pack behind us in the first two legs, the 
more cushion we have on the last two legs. That 
cushion allows us to attack boats in front without 
worrying so much about the boats behind. But on 
the first downwind leg in particular, we are pretty 
passive about trying to pass people because a 
passing attempt can lead to either sailing a lot of 
extra distance or actually getting passed by boats 
behind you when the boat in front of you luffs 
you. I always want to pass boats that are in front 
of me, but the time to do that is in the last two 
legs of the race. Toward the end of the regatta, we 
generally are more concerned with getting in front 
of the right boats and then keeping the right boats 
behind us or pushing them back. 

The Inside Line: There were four boats in the 
NAC with Doyle family members, and all of 
them placed in the top eight. There are a lot 
of choices of boats these days. What keeps this 
family so involved with the J/22 Class?  
 
Chris Doyle: There are other Classes?  
No, seriously, the other Classes have protective 
orders that prohibit Doyles from getting closer 
than 100 yards. No, seriously, a J/22 regatta is the 
only place I know I’ll see Kevin so I can get back 
that $20 he owes me. No, seriously, those other 
Classes don’t have Barbara Zars. No, seriously, 
our biological father (Jake’s grandfather) is  
Rod Johnstone. No, seriously, it’s because if I 
go to a J/22 regatta, then I don’t have to go to 
the annual family reunion. No, seriously, it’s the 
only Class that lets us display our musical talents 
(editor’s note: Chris played bass in the Friday 
night band during the event). Look, this has been 
said many times by many Doyles as well as many 
others: we like the boat and we like the people  
in the Class. Also, most of us started off crewing 
on boats, and we think J/22s are as fun to crew  
on as they are to drive.  

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J / 2 2  C l a s s  A s s o c i a t i o n      9



The Inside Line: Adam Burns said onsite that 
the weather was not “Chris Doyle conditions.” 
What are some tips you can give to help others 
improve their light-air racing?  
 
Chris Doyle: My advice? Don’t ever sail in light 
wind. But if you can’t avoid it, in no particular 
order: The boat’s bottom must be slick, and 
you need to have at least a new jib and a newer 
mainsail. Sail the boat so flat that you think you 
are going to crush the tiller extension with the 
frustration-fueled strength your hand gets from 
constantly pushing the helm away from you, and 
then add just enough (but no more) heel to get rid 
of that persistent leeward helm. Loosen the lower 
shrouds until you think they may be too loose, 
and then come to our boat and see how much 
looser our lower shrouds are than yours. Driver: 
concentrate harder. Let the spinnaker trimmer 
dictate the direction of the boat downwind. Move 
your weight forward. Have one crew down below 
and to leeward when going upwind. Always, 
always, always sail in or toward better pressure. 
But the best advice is to always sail in places  
with generally-reliable winds like Tawas, 
Kingston and Newport.

The Inside Line: Describe how much 
communication takes place between you on the 
helm and the team during the different parts of 
any race (start/upwind/downwind).  
 
Chris Doyle:  
START: Before the start, we talk about strategy, 
the weather and the course (favored side, current, 
etc.). After the five-minute gun goes, we talk about 
the wind direction phase we think we are in, the 
segment of the line in which the team wants me 
to start, and we make any last-minute changes to 
our strategy caused by a late change in conditions. 
Once we are on our starboard approach, I tell Will 
whether I want to go fast or slow, Adam does the 
countdown and tells me if I have anyone lurking 
to get a leeward overlap from behind, and Will 
tells me if I have the option to do two more tacks 
to move the boat a few lanes to the right. When 
I say go, we go. I am not good at getting talked-
through the start, so in the last minute, we try to 
keep everything but the countdown to a minimum. 

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell
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UPWIND: I say very little other than: to note  
lifts and headers, to report that I have made a 
change in a setting (mainsheet or backstay) and  
I need feedback, and to say whether or not we can 
cross starboard tackers. Will and Adam talk about 
pressure, phase, desired mode (bias to extra speed, 
bias to extra height or “normal” mode). When 
we are to leeward of someone and I ask for it, 
Adam gives me speed/height feedback on the boat 
immediately to weather. Will tells us where we are 
going and (sometimes) why. Adam tells us what 
we can anticipate for wind shifts. At the end of  
the upwind leg, we talk about where we think the 
boat will slot-in on the starboard tack lay line, 
whether we can set the chute on the offset leg,  
and whether we’ll bear away or do a quick gybe at 
the offset mark. 

 
OWNWIND: Will gives feedback on how the 
chute feels (pressurized or not so much), Adam 
tells me where to go to protect our lane, get in 
better pressure or to achieve a tactical advantage.  

I advise whether we are lifted or knocked  
(which is much harder to identify downwind than 
upwind), if we are sailing the long gybe to the 
gates/finish and whether I am heading up or laying 
off (so that Will and I can act in tandem). On the 
first downwind, Adam and I discuss which side of 
the next beat looks favored and which gate mark 
we want to round.

The Inside Line: 2018 should be a huge year 
for the J/22 Class as the World Championship 
returns to Annapolis. How does the J/22 stay 
strong after almost 35 years?  
 
Chris Doyle: See the answers to #3, above. 
Plus, the boat seems to me to be a pretty good 
value: the boat is easily trailerable, the sails are 
not overwhelmingly expensive, J/22s can be 
downright cheap to purchase and older boats have 
shown that they can be as competitive as newer 
boats. Plus, if you like doing foredeck (or simply 
appreciate good foredeck work), why would you 
sail on a boat that doesn’t have a spinnaker pole?
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The Inside Line: Congratulations on being the 
second annual J/22 scholarship boat! Tell us  
a little about your team and how you came to 
hear about this program.

Alfonso Garcia Bringas: We are a group of 
college sailors from Jacksonville University who 
have sailed from Optimist to Nacra to Melges 
32 and everything in between. This team has 
experience in a broad spectrum of boats. We all 
started sailing at a pretty young age, and now 
it has become a key component of our lives. 
Everyone on the team has different abilities that 
we excel at, such as managing the campaign, 
boat work and racing different types of boats. 
When our coach, Jon Faudree, told us about this 
program, we all thought it was a great idea to 
apply for it. We wanted to go beyond what we 
sail almost every day in college, and we thought 
the J/22 was a great boat to do it, given the 
competiveness of the fleet. We didn’t have a  
lot of experience in the 22, but that only made it 
more attractive. 

The Inside Line: What preparations have you 
done with the J/22 provided by the Buffalo Yacht 
Club Foundation as far as the boat itself and 
also as crew getting to know the J/22?

Alfonso Garcia Bringas: The J/22 provided by 
the Buffalo Yacht Club has been improved in 
several ways. One of the biggest issues the boat 

had when it was given to us was that the bow 
was cracked and leaking a lot. The team decided 
to tear the bow apart and rebuild it so that it 
wouldn’t leak anymore. We noticed the fiberglass 
inside the boat was wet and full of mold. We 
sanded the rest of the hull for days and filled  
some of the places where the boat had cellulitis. 
Finally, the boat was painted right before the 
North American Championship. North Sails 
helped us get the boat in the best shape by giving 
us some new sails and helping us with the tuning. 

The Inside Line: You raced in the North 
American Championship at Buffalo YC and then 
won the J/22 fleet at the CanAm Challenge the 
following week. What are you learning about  
the boat? How does it compare to other boats 
you’ve raced on?

Alfonso Garcia Bringas: There were a lot of 
improvements from one weekend to the next one. 
There was a little bit of current at the CanAm 
that made us feel right at home, and consequently 
the starts were a lot better. We also learned 
that it is really important to let the mast sag by 
easing the lowers a lot, especially in conditions 
where you want to power up. We improved our 
sail trim in light winds or when there is a lot 
of chop by twisting both the main and the jib, 
which translated into power and ultimately into 
boat speed. Finally, and probably the greatest 
of our improvements for the CanAm, was the 
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This year, the US J/22 Class Association 
awarded its second annual scholarship 
boat to Alfonso Garcia Bringas of 
Jacksonville University. The Inside Line 
caught up with Alfonso to check out their 
summer campaign, including the recent 
North American Championship.



communication in the boat. As a skipper, I was 
always talking to the trimmer about the angles 
downwind and he was talking to me about 
pressure. We were fine trimming the jib a lot. 
The conversation was often “give me two clicks” 
or “jib leech too closed, ease one click.” The bow 
person was always talking about pressure. When  
I sail on a J/22, I like to pretend I’m sailing on 
a big 420—super sensible to small adjustments 
such as trim, body weight placement and a really 
neutral helm make it nice to steer. In the starts 
and tacks, we discovered that it can be extremely 
beneficial to try to roll the boat. 

The Inside Line: Being new to the J/22 Class this 
summer, how would you characterize the fleet?

Alfonso Garcia Bringas: It’s a really friendly 
Class were everyone is willing to help—from 
logistics to guidance from World Champions 
on tuning the boat. It wouldn’t have been the 
same without all the people who have helped 
us throughout the Class, especially in these two 
events (NAC and CanAm) where we wouldn’t 
have participated without the help of fellow 
competitors. Not only is this a friendly fleet, but 
also a highly competitive fleet. Sailing against 
people who have been in the Class for longer 
than we’ve been alive…it’s an honor. Competing 
against World Champions, North American 
Champions and Rolex Yachtswomen of the  
Year is something that you really can’t find in 
every Class. 

The Inside Line: There are many statistics 
about the drop-off in sailing participation post-
college. What can be done to keep young people 
interested in the sport at that age?

Alfonso Garcia Bringas: I think this is something 
similar to what happens to Opti kids when they 
come out of Optis. Understanding that sailing is a 
sport that can be practiced at any age helps create 
new sailing plans after graduating from college. 
College sailing coaches can enforce this mentality 
in their sailors. Most of the time, however, the 
issue is mainly that people are trying to pay the 
loans after college, and even if this is not the 
case, a new job has most people really busy after 
college. An affordable Class like the J/22 could 
play a huge role in the life of the college sailors 
who just graduated from college. It would be 
awesome if one day the J/22 Class became the 
Class where college sailors sail after college with 
their college friends, creating true lifetime bonds. 

The Inside Line: You stated a goal to be 
the top youth team at the 2018 J/22 World 
Championship in Annapolis. Do you see  
yourself staying involved with the J/22 Class 
beyond 2018?

Alfonso Garcia Bringas: I will for sure stay 
involved beyond the J/22 World Championship 
in Annapolis. This Class is competitive, friendly, 
challenging and fun for everyone in the boat, 
cheap and it’s a really durable boat. For me, this 
makes the J/22 the ultimate keelboat.
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2017 J/22 North American Championship in 
Buffalo, NY…been looking forward to this for a 
long time. Get to spend the week with my bride 
and our buddy, Gary Sowden. We don’t get to see 
Gary much, and we always have fun when we are 
together! Was going to be a fun week, get to catch 
up with what is new with he and Cara (Captain 
Cara) and on top of that, he’s a damn good sailor 
and makes our little team faster!

Our trip began at 5:30am on Tuesday, July 18. 
Nothing I hate worse than waiting, so the plan 
was to leave by 6-6:30am to hit the bridge in Port 
Huron early enough to miss the traffic. With the 
boat packed up the night before, we made great 

time over to Buffalo. One car in front at Port 
Huron, no wait in Sarnia and only a 10-minute 
wait in Buffalo where they asked for our trailer 
registration, of which I did not have…I will next 
time! But he let us get on with ourselves. We were 
one of the first ones to arrive, but Mark Foster and 
Travis Odenbach were onsite for conversation. 
Jennifer and I were starving and ran into Patrick 
Weisansal (regatta chair) and talked him into 
weighing us a few hours early. Then when Gary 
arrived, we put him on the scale then ran for 
wings and beer! The one and only Anchor Bar is 
only three miles from the club, so that was an easy 
call. After lunch, we were all half buzzed on 2-3 
beers and proceeded to rig the boat, and with the 
instructions from Mark Foster, learned a new and 
super easy way to ensure that your rig is straight 
in the boat. It cost us a beer…deal! Being ahead of 
the game, we decided to head on back to Chris & 
Sue Doyle’s cottage in Youngstown. This was our 
house for the week, and we were anxious to get 
settled. Pizza and wings from the Gas n Go and a 
trip to the liquor store, we are good to go. We slept 
like babies.
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A Day in the Life of  
an Evil Dr. Pork Chop  
or Maybe a Week…
By Chris Princing
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Wednesday rolled around, and we had just a few 
items to tick off our list and complete registration. 
We also had to wash the boat and wet sand the 
bottom. After that, it was our plan to go sailing 
and relax. Everything went according to plan. We 
launched and went for a great sail; had the eastern 
end of Lake Erie pretty much to ourselves. We got 
back in time for Gary to take a scheduled business 
call. We hauled the boat, decided to get cleaned 
up and headed down to Youngstown Yacht Club 
for dinner. After a really good meal, we ran into 
a ton of people we knew: Shirley Whelan, Larry 
and Anne Huibers, John Goller, Jake Suitor, Paul 
Hayes, Will Harris, Adam Burns…..super fun 
night and another good sleep.

Thursday came along, and we are super glad we 
went sailing the day before. Two things: BYC did 
not clear any slips so it was kind of a mess for 
docking, and the forecast was for no wind during 
the day and a stormy night. So, I made the call to 
get into the harbor early (noon) and get a secure 

slip in case it storms. At early afternoon, there 
were not many boats in the water, and we made 
our way to Niagara Falls. If you have never been, 
you must go! It is amazing the amount of water 
that goes over them and yes, we could feel the pull 
of it on the race course. We ate and cleaned up 
and made our way back to BYC for the opening 
ceremony and then back for an early night.

I won’t bore you with the details of each 
race. Results can be found here:  http://
www.regattanetwork.com/event/13950#_
newsroom+results

Our results were above our goals set for the 
event, and we felt given the stacked field, lack of 
preparation as a team and using last year’s sails…
we did good. The best I can tell, we finished as 
the third-place amateur boat. Damn good! Our 
weaknesses were getting a good start (only one 
good one, the last one), and the last race on day 
two we got out of phase, and the first race on 

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell
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day three the wind shut off and we got passed 
by 11 boats ¼ mile to the finish, which BTW 
took 45 minutes to sail (inert bad word here with 
punctuation marks). We thought we had decent 
speed, passed a lot of boats because we had to and 
have a lot to learn about a lot of stuff.

Friday was day one, which consisted of a WSW 
breeze with steep chop that was hard to roll in. 
This is the typical Buffalo direction. What got me 
about Friday was the complete lack of any open 
lanes unless you got off the line in the front row. It 
was very hard to pass people. We got better as the 
day went, but it was tight racing. Four races make 
for a very long day. 20,12,17,10…not a bad day.

Saturday was an Easterly wind direction, which 
everyone says is weird. It also meant flat water 
which we were thankful for after sailing all these 
years in Tawas. Very up and down pressure. 

Storms to our north and west, making it crazy. We 
sat around for a while, but then the RC got us two 
very good races and one final race with very big 
shifts which we just never got our heads wrapped 
around. 8,10,24 (ouch).

Sunday was the final day with Jennifer preaching 
that we still had 1/3 of the regatta to sail and to 
not go into the ‘go home’ mode. An ESE wind 
direction brought more flat water and decent wind. 
We got in two races. The first one, we got behind 
early and then made a mad rush through the fleet 
to be top 10 or 12 at the last weather mark. Made 
it 2/3 of the way down the run, and the wind quit, 
shut completely off! Boats behind brought wind 
with them, got around us and parked. We ended 
up putting the jib up (downwind) because it was 
less maddening than the spinnaker. Ended up 
21, huge disappointment! At this point, we were 
satisfied if the regatta was over, but they held us 

Photo courtesy of Christopher Howell
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out there for another 90 minutes. The wind filled 
in from the WNW, and we got off one more start 
and boy are we glad they did. It was a good start, 
and we dueled 2017 NA Champion Chris Doyle 
all the way around the course. He beat us by a few 
boat lengths, and we finished second to end the 
regatta on a high note!

It is really a pleasure to sail with Jennifer and 
Gary. It allows me to drive and not look around a 
whole lot, which for some reason is important in 
this fleet. They share the boat workload with me, 
we split up, do what we do best and the other two 
take the stuff I don’t like to do. On the boat, it is 
nonstop chatter about what each of us think; we 
try to formulate a plan and then it is up to Gary 
and Jennifer to figure out how to get us there and 
I try to keep us rolling. After a bad race, there is 
frustration, but it is quickly forgotten to worry 
about the next race or in the case of the final race 
at this year’s championship…to celebrate and 
to say “Hey, maybe we can do this!”  Off the 
water, it is even better, being with friends (my 
teammates) and meeting with other friends. I love 
this little boat!

Photos courtesy of Christopher Howell
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First of all, it was an 
honor to be the host 
country of the J/22 
Worlds this year! We 
had a great week, with 
changing conditions, 
lovely weather and 
a lot of happy people at the end of the week. We 
started the week on Tuesday the 30th of May 
with measuring and registration. As everyone 
was eager to start their World Championship, 
there already was a line at 10AM. We had one 
and a half days to have all 39 boats registered and 
measured. It was a scary start for FRA 1444, team 
Reiner Brockerhoff, since their mast was broken 
due to miscommunications with the crane team. 
Fortunately, NED 1273 of Jean-Michel Lautier 
had a spare mast only 200feet from the race 
venue, and they were willing to lend it to 1444. 

On Wednesday, the 
practice race started at 
1:30PM. It was a good 
test for everyone to get 
to know the water, the 
waves, and the current 
in Scheveningen, The 

Netherlands. It was also a good lesson to see that 
the Race Committee decided to start every race 
with a U flag. It was favorable to make a dip start, 
due to the direction of the current, but this would 
result in a disqualification. Unfortunately, not 
everyone knew what UFD (U flag disqualified) 
meant after the practice race, and did not bother to 
look it up. This resulted in a lot of U flags, Black 
flags and disqualifications after the first two days 
in very low wind conditions. The first two days 
were very tricky with light wind (6 knots) and 
almost 2 knots of current. The upper mark was not 
easy to reach, which resulted in busy upper marks, 
with boats trying to get to the upper mark after 
multiple tacks. 

Nic Bol Wins J/22  
World Championship 

 
By Rosemarijn Verdoorn, Chair of the 

Dutch J/22 Class Association  



On Thursday, we had an opening dinner for all 
J/22 competitors, and a party organized by the 
J/22 Class on Friday. On Saturday, we had an 
open bar for all J/22 sailors and their relatives and 
friends, partly sponsored by the German Class 
Association as well. It was great to get to know all 
the teams from all over the world.

The last two days of racing, Saturday and Sunday, 
were the opposite of the first two days—heavy 
wind conditions and real North Sea waves. We 
even started the day with rain, after a couple of 
days of sunny weather. These changing conditions 
caused changes in the overall results. 

The Dutch J/22 Class Association wants to thank 
all the competitors for their participation and 
competitive sailing. We appreciate that so many 
teams took the effort to travel to The Netherlands. 
We also want to thank the event organization and 
our Worlds committee. 

Congratulations to the winners Nic Bol and his 
team from The Netherlands including Christopher 
Bol, Tim de Weerdt and Niels de Vries—the new 
J/22 World Champions. Second place went to Jean 
Michel Lautier, and third was Hans Duetz. 
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Check out the Facebook page for photos and 
updates: https://nl-nl.facebook.com/DJ22CA/ 

And also the event page with results and 
photos: http://manage2sail.com/en-US/
event/863417e5-a5f3-4f6d-a531-d5f563b2a0ff#!/
results?classId=5571ffd8-4469-45d4-b997-
e14312067d79 

The event had entrants from The Netherlands, 
France, Germany, Canada and the Cayman 
Islands.

2018 J/22 
MIDWINTER

CHAMPIONSHIP
March 16-18, 2018
Houston Yacht Club, 
Shore Acres, Texas

WWW.J22MW.COM

https://nl-nl.facebook.com/DJ22CA/
http://www.j22mw.com


SAILS ARE IN STOCK & READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
Contact your local loft or one of our J/22 gurus:
Terry Flynn | tflynn@quantumsails.com           Travis Odenbach | todenbach@quantumsails.com  
Allan Terhune | aterhune@quantumsails.com

Photo by Chris Howell

www.awardandsports.com
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August 11-13, 2017
2017 J/Fest New England at Sail Newport,  
Newport, RI
Contact: Bill Kneller, 401-225-2271 

August 19-20, 2017
2017 J/22 Canadian Championship at Hudson  
Yacht Club, Quebec, Canada
Contact: Ron Harris, 514-206-3935

September 9-10, 2017
2017 J/22 East Coast Championship at Eastport  
Yacht Club, Annapolis, MD
Contact: Aaron Freeman, 732-865-6736

September 22-24, 2017
2017 Lake George Open & Northeast District  
Championship at The Lake George Club, 
Diamond Point, NY
Contact: Joe Favero or Rik Alexanderson

September 30-October 1, 2017
(216) Regatta at Edgewater Yacht Club, 
Cleveland, OH
Contact: Caroline Sundman, 
caroline.sundman@yahoo.com

October 8-9, 2017
District 4 Great Lakes Championship at  
Wayzata Yacht Club, Minneapolis, MN
Contact: John Dyer

October 21-22, 2017
2017 J/Fest Southwest at Lakewood Yacht Club, 
Seabrook, TX
Contact: Scott Spurlin, 512-423-2179

October 28-29, 2017
Mid-Atlantics at Severn Sailing Association, 
Annapolis, MD
Contact: Jason Goscha, jgoscha@gmail.com
 
 

2018 Calendar
March 16-18, 2018
2018 J/22 Midwinter Championship at Houston Yacht 
Club, Houston, TX
Contact: Terry Flynn, tflynn@quantumsails.com 

April 12-15, 2018
2018 Charleston Race Week at Charleston 
 Ocean Racing Association, North Charleston, SC
Contact: 843-628-5900,  
info@charlestonraceweek.com

September 8-14, 2018
2018 J/22 World Championship at Annapolis Yacht 
Club, Annapolis, Maryland USA
Contact: Linda Ambrose, lambrose@annapolisyc.org

 2019 Calendar
Dates TBA
2019 J/22 North American Championship at Wayzata 
Yacht Club, Wayzata, MN
Contact: Jeff Cameron, 612-203-7259,  
Cameron@bipl.net

C a l e n d a r

Submit your regatta  
dates/information to 

howell@j22.com
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Sandy Adzick
Haverford, PA 

Christopher Doyle
Kenmore, NY 

Martin Ferrillo
Saratoga Springs, NY

Peter Gambel
New Orleans, LA 

 
 

Robert Grove
Boyne City, MI 

Nick Imperato
Brielle, NJ 

Michael Kline
Centennial, CO 

Christopher & Jennifer 
Princing,  

Award & Sports
Saginaw, MI 

 James Rawlings
Alexandria, VA 

Michael Scott
Essexville, MI 

Mark Sexton
Hyannis, MA 

Lynn Simpson
New Braunfels, TX

Gold Sponsors have contributed $100 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Gold Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors have contributed $200 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Platinum 
Sponsors

Drew Devitt
Media, PA

Matt Dunbar
East Greenwich, RI

Dennis Princing
Saginaw, MI
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