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Who Will Be the 2018  
J/22 World Champion?

Find out September 9-14  
from Annapolis, Maryland



END OF SEASON
SAVINGS

MIKE MARSHALL
401-683-7997  mike.marshall@northsails.com

ZEKE HOROWITZ 
941-232-2984  zeke.horowitz@northsails.com

C O N TA C T  Y O U R  R E P  F O R  D E TA I L S

northsails.com

1ST 2ND 3RD

NOOD – Annapolis
Congratulations Zeke Horowitz

1ST 2ND 3RD

Charleston Race Week
Congratulations Ryan Davidson

1ST 3RD 
AYC Spring One Design

Congratulations  Peter McChesney

1ST 2ND 3RD

Raw Bar Regatta
Congratulations Chris Doyle

1ST 2ND 3RD

Canadian Nationals
Congratulations Kevin Doyle

1ST 2ND 3RD

Tawas Bay of Pigs Regatta
Congratulations Chris Doyle

O R D E R  THE  SAIL S  TH AT  D OM IN ATE D  IN  2018

https://northsails.com/sailing/en/od/j22
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Let te r  f rom the  Pres ident

As fall draws closer, I’m sure that, like me, many of you 
find yourselves busy with various activities sailing and 
otherwise. As a result, my remarks here will be brief. 

The focus for many in the J/22 Class turns to the World 
Championships to be held from September 9-14 in 
Annapolis. There are 64 boats registered from five 
countries/territories (United States, Canada, Netherlands, 
Cayman Islands and South Africa), so the event is shaping 
up well. Looking at the current registrants, I see seven  
boats making the trip from Minnesota, another three from 
Texas and two from Louisiana. Thanks to all of you who  
are making the trip. Participation in marquee regattas  
like this is one key aspect in keeping the Class strong. 
Thanks also to those in Annapolis who have worked to put 
the event together.

Coming back to an ongoing theme, the Class Office 
continues to work on replacement parts for the boats 
that are difficult to obtain. The initial focus has been on 
replacement masts. Please read the article on this topic 
later in this newsletter. We have also had a couple of 
inquiries about rudders. Please contact me or your local 
representative with questions that you might have. 

Matt Dunbar,  
USJ22CA President 
matthew.dunbar.ri@gmail.com 
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I’ve always liked Tawas. The Tawas Bay Yacht 
Club is overwhelmingly hospitable, the food 
and drink are cheap, and the thermally-driven 
easterlies are pretty reliable. So when Chris 
Princing e-mailed me that they were thinking 
of getting the Tawas “Bay of Pigs Regatta”  
going again, I was all in.  

The last time I went to Tawas was the 2012 
NAs. It was like the eighth regatta I had done 
that year. Will, Adam and I were running like  
a Swiss watch. After the first race (a disap-
pointing float-fest), Tawas delivered the  
conditions for which it is renowned, and  
we won our first NAs.

TAWAS:  One of Those Days Followed 
by ONE OF THOSE DAYS 

By Chris Doyle

Bad News Pig going upwind.
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Fast forward six years. Will, Adam and I are 
still together, but The Jug 4 1 (re-named “The 
Hog 4 1” for the weekend in recognition of the 
Tawas “Bay of Pigs” tradition) program has 
been scaled back due to the time limitations 
of its crew. Still we all thought Tawas would 
be a good practice regatta as we run up to the 
Worlds. And, like I said, Tawas is always a  
fun time.  

Sue and I arrived early afternoon on Friday 
after the eight-hour drive from Youngstown. 
We could’ve gotten there sooner, but back 
when Tawas was on our annual schedule, we’d 
always stop at Big John’s Steak and Onion for 
lunch, and Google took us on a bit of a ping-
pong match when we stopped for lunch. It is 
hard to blame Google; Big John’s put two of 
its shops on the same side of the same street 
only three miles apart, and computer-driven 
hilarity ensued when Google began wrestling 
with itself for control of our car.

Anyway, upon arrival at TBYC, I put the boat 
together, did some overdue maintenance and 
then when Will arrived, we popped up the 
mast. Meanwhile Sue checked us into The 
Bambi Motel. Yes, when we go to Tawas, we 
stay at the Bambi Motel. You got a problem 
with that?  

Back at the Club, Vic Snyder and I spent some 
time helping Mike Marshall and Jeff Eiber put 
together their rental boat. Oh, and we opened 
our bar tab. Back in the day, the Club ran a 
paper tab and would cash you out at the end 
of the weekend. They have a new POS system 
that does the same thing now. I’m not sure it is 
an improvement, but you can use your credit 
card, and that is a for sure improvement. Any-
way, we drank and ate dinner at the Club and 
headed off to the Bambi. Interesting note: Our 
waitress for dinner was the TBYC Commo-
dore. Like I said,  overwhelmingly hospitable. 

We awoke the next morning to a pretty bad 
wind forecast: light northwesterlies. But I 
knew if the sky cleared, the land would heat 
up and the wind would bend to the thermal. 
Unfortunately, it stayed cloudy all day, and 
we ended up with four races in four to eleven 
knots of pretty unstable northerlies. The con-
ditions made it difficult for almost anyone to 
be consistently at the top of the fleet, and both 
Kevin Doyle and Mike Marshall ended up 
eating some big numbers to end the day tied 
for second place with 18 points. Again, it was 
really tough to put together a string of good 
finishes because of the shifts and holes. And 
that makes our four first place finishes pretty 
inexplicable. Yes, our pace was good, Will 
did a great job of putting us in the right place 
upwind and Adam did an equally great job 
downwind. But to have hit almost every shift 
and missed almost every hole was pretty mi-
raculous. I guess it was just one of those days 
when we could do no wrong.

That night we indulged in a pig roast at the 
Club. And we worked on our bar tab (ed.: we 
have a certain reputation to uphold). During 
dinner, there was a spirited discussion about 
the pros and cons of the ProStart, and whether 
it ought to be allowed in our Class. Nothing 
like red meat and alcohol to fire up a conversa-
tion about the Rules! Post-dinner cocktails and 
s’mores at the fire pit rounded-out our evening. 

Sunday morning dawned much as it had on 
Saturday, with a wind forecast better suited to 
waterskiing than sailing. The PRO had warned 
us that he would not postpone ashore. And 
sure enough, he ordered the fleet out of the 
harbor in time for the scheduled 11:00 start 
time. Whatever. We were feeling pretty con-
fident with our big lead, two races scheduled 
and our throw-out to come after the fifth race 
(i.e. the first one scheduled for Sunday).

And then the wheels fell off.

Bad News Pig going upwind.
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Everything that went right on Saturday went 
wrong on Sunday: Crap start. Tried to get right. 
Couldn’t get right. Went left hard. The left col-
lapsed, and the right came in hard. The course 
was shortened to the end of the first circuit, so 
we didn’t get a chance to pass enough boats 
to get a respectable finish. We ended up 18th.  
EIGHTEENTH!!! Well, it ended up being our 
throw-out. But still, it was a shocking dose of 
reality after Saturday’s fantasy cruise. I guess 
it was just one of those days in which we could 
do no right.

The wind continued to wane, so the PRO pulled 
the plug, and we were towed into the dock.

When the smoke cleared and the throw- 
out was taken into account, we won, Mike 

Marshall was second and Dave McBrier (who 
sailed with only two all weekend) was third. 
During the awards, it was announced that in 
the future, the regatta is going to cycle between 
Tawas, Canada and Youngstown, with the next 
edition scheduled for August 2019 in Kingston, 
Ontario. The Beer Barge Resurrection Regatta 
will be scheduled in August 2020. 

To summarize:  Notwithstanding the lack of 
Chamber of Commerce sailing conditions, we 
still had fun, largely due to the hospitality of 
the Tawas Bay Yacht Club. I plan to be back to 
Tawas in 2021.    

Congratulations to the 2018 J/22 Michigan 
Champion: Jon Banner with Audrey Schwing 
and Terry Hart.

FIRST PLACE - Chris Doyle, Adam Burns, Will Harris

SECOND PLACE - Mike Marshall,  
Jenna Princing, Mark Sertl, Jeff Eiber

J/22 MICHIGAN CHAMPION - Jon Banner,  
Audrey Schwing, Terry Hart
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The past year has introduced some upheaval 
in suppliers for J/22 boats and parts. As Hall 
Spars has stopped making masts for the Class, 
a number of members have contacted the Class 
Office looking for how to best get a new mast. 
There are currently two suppliers of J/22 masts: 
Sparcraft US (Charleston-Spar) in South Carolina 
and Sparloft Industries in New Zealand. Class 
members had contacted both of these vendors 
and found getting a new mast to be an expensive 
proposition. 

I contacted both mast suppliers to see if there 
was a way to minimize the costs and difficulty 
for US J/22 owners looking for new masts. Our 
assumption was that most owners will have 
an existing Hall mast that has been damaged, 
and they are looking to replace. One of the 
downsides of the Sparcraft masts is that Sparcraft 
recommends that boat owners replace the existing 
standing rigging with the new mast which adds 
considerably to the cost of replacement. Class 
members have found that replacing a Hall 
mast with a Sparcraft mast ends up being quite 
pricey. Sparloft makes their masts as compatible 
with existing Hall masts as possible. The main 
downside to Sparloft is that masts have to be 
shipped from New Zealand which makes this 
expensive as well. 

I reached out to owners of both Sparcraft and 
Sparloft masts to see if anyone had comments 
about the sailing performance of either mast. I 
found people who had both Sparcraft and Sparloft 
masts, and owners of both masts reported being 
happy with the masts. 

To make a longer story shorter, the most obvious 
way to keep costs for new masts as low as 
possible was to do a bulk order. The Class 
was able to come to the best arrangement with 
Sparloft and has purchased five masts which 

will be shipped to New England this fall. Two 
of the masts have already been sold and will be 
delivered to new owners once they arrive in the 
US. The remaining three masts are available to be 
purchased by any US or Canadian Class member 
at a cost of $2,350 per mast (not including 
shipping). I am going to store the three masts in 
my garage in Rhode Island until such a time as 
they are needed. 

One question that did come up when the Class 
Officers were discussing the merits of the Class 
getting involved in supplying parts to members 
was whether the Class should really be getting 
into the business of being a parts vendor. In the 
case where there are parts readily available at 
reasonable cost from a supplier like Annapolis 
Performance Sailing, Vela Sailing Supply, Sound 
Boatworks, Mauri Pro Sailing, Waterline Systems 
or any other favorite that you might have, the 
Class will not play any role. However, for parts 
like masts and rudders that are J/22-specific and 
not easy to come by, the Class does want to do 
everything possible to ensure that J/22 members 
can get replacements as needed at a reasonable 
cost. 

This current mast purchase is being done as a one-
time event to address the existing issue of Class 
members finding it difficult to replace masts at 
a reasonable cost. It buys the Class time to put 
in place a long-term solution. It is possible the 
current approach may prove to be the best method 
going forward. 

As always, please reach out the Class Office 
(howell@j22.com) with comments or questions. 
Further, if you need a mast, please do come to the 
Class Office. Finally, if there are other parts that 
you need and are having trouble finding, please let 
us know. 

MASTS AVAILABLE THROUGH US CLASS
By Matt Dunbar, USJ22CA President 
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2018 
Scholarship 

Team Update 
By Patrick Isherwood, 

Team Rambuller

Team Rambuller kicked off our campaign at 
the Annapolis NOOD, where we were able to 
finish 11th out of the 32-boat fleet. This was an 
awesome event for us to familiarize ourselves 
with the Annapolis venue prior to Worlds.  
We were very pleased with how we sailed and 
left feeling determined to come back a better 
team in September. After NOOD, the boat was 
brought back to Rhode Island where we have 
continued to race the boat throughout Narra-
gansett Bay. We have done PHRF racing out 
of Jamestown Yacht Club, along with the J/22 
Series out of Conanicut Yacht Club. Wickford 
Regatta marked our next event, where we 
duked it out with the local five-boat fleet in 
three days of light breeze. Graciously taking 
a drop race, our team was able to make-up for 
early mistakes to win the regatta.

The East Greenwich Annual Regatta was up 
next for us where we raced in a fleet of 9 J/22s 
and 30 boats in a pursuit style race. This was 
a nice chance to focus on boat speed on the 
long course with few turning marks. Valuable 
boat speed lessons were learned when we felt 
sluggish in the increasing breeze and waves. 
In the end, we were able to battle until the 
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finish to take first in the fleet of 9 J/22s, and 
fifth out of the 30-boat spinnaker fleet. Team 
Rambuller sailed the Narragansett Bay J/22 
Championship in August and took first. 
We hope to keep learning and pushing as  
a team to be the best we can be. We appreci-
ate the support of the Class for giving us this 
amazing opportunity!  
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To support the 2018 Scholarship Boat team,  
visit their Go-Fund-Me page at: https://www.
gofundme.com/TeamRambuller-J22-Campaign.
 
To learn more about the J/22 Youth Scholarship 
Boat Program, visit www.j22.com/scholarship-
boat/.
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Wayzata Yacht Club 
Lake Minnetonka, Wayzata, MN

J22na.com

NORTH AMERICAN
CHAMPIONSHIP

2019

June 20 – 23, 2019

Register Now

http://www.j22na.com


J/22 Fleet #1 and Wayzata Yacht Club (WYC) 
are proud to announce that the 2019 J/22 
North American Championship will be held on 
Lake Minnetonka, in Wayzata, MN, June 20-
23, 2019. WYC is gearing up to make this an 
exceptional celebration with spirited racing.

J/22 Fleet #1 invites J/22 sailors from 
throughout North America to attend this 
highly competitive and exciting regatta. Lake 
Minnetonka has strong winds in the spring and 
fall as well as frequent, sometimes significant 
wind shifts that provide an extra dimension to 

Wayzata Yacht Club and J/22 Fleet #1 Invite You 
to the 2019 J/22 North American Championship   
June 20-23, 2019, Lake Minnetonka, Wayzata, Minnesota
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racing strategy with the opportunity to make 
large gains. In June, Minneapolis benefits from 
nearly 14 and a half hours of daylight, and 
the average high temperature is 80°F (27°C) 
with low temperatures of 60°F (16°C). A 
premier sailing destination, Minnesota is the 
land of 10,000 lakes, and Lake Minnetonka is 
Minnesota’s ninth largest lake. Bordered with 
prestigious homes, the lake has a surface area 
of 14,528 acres (59 km2) 
and a maximum depth of 
113 feet (34 m). 
 
“Proud of our world-class 
race committee, Wayzata 
Yacht Club is excited 
to be hosting its fourth 
J/22 North American 
Championship,” said 
Holly Jo Anderson, District 4 Western Great 
Lakes governess. “We are expecting over 40 
sailboats on the starting line with 125 sailors 
and more than 200 spectators. Since 1984, J/22 
Fleet #1 has remained competitive with many 
leading sailors and new members of all ages 
joining every year.”

The entry fee includes competitive racing as 
well as dinners and entertainment, lunches, 
craft beers as well as signature and non-

alcoholic beverages throughout the regatta. 
Register for email or text alerts on the website. 
Interested competitors can also contact race 
organizers for information on boat charters, 
boat delivery, no-cost housing availability and 
other questions by visiting j22na.com. 
 
For those who want to experience the area 
or are accompanied by a non-sailing guest, 

Minnesota offers many 
engaging destinations, such 
as the Mall of America, 
stunning parks with hiking 
and biking trails, zoos, 
craft breweries, museums 
and Paisley Park. Spectator 
boats will also be available. 
Featured in Sailing World in 
2008 as one of the five great 

sailing towns, Wayzata is home to one of the 
largest sailing schools in the Midwest. The 
Wayzata Sailing Center is in the final stages of 
raising over 4 million dollars to build the Mike 
Plant Sailing Center. 
 
For information on sponsorship opportunities, 
registration and event details for the 2019  
J/22 North American Championship, visit 
j22na.com. 
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Technical Bulletin
The International Technical Committee 

Ruling noted in the Spring Class 

newsletter effective July 1, 2018  

is under review.  

A current announcement  

will be distributed to members  

as soon as possible.
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Looking for Vendors 
for Your J/22?

WWW.J22.ORG/THE-BOAT/VENDORS/

ELEVATE YOUR PROGRAM WITH CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING 
SAILS & PERSONALIZED HELP FROM OUR EXPERTS
Contact your local loft or our newest J/22 expert Bill Draheim with anything 
we can do to be of service.
Bill Draheim | bdraheim@quantumsails.com        Travis Odenbach | todenbach@quantumsails.com  

Photo by Chris Howell
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2018
2018 Annapolis Labor Day Regatta  
at Eastport Yacht Club & Annapolis 
Yacht Club
Sep 1 – Sep 2

2018 J/22 World Championship  
at Annapolis Yacht Club
Sep 8 – Sep 14

2018 J/22 Northeast Championship/
Lake George Open at Lake George Club
Sep 22 – Sep 23

2018 United States Adult Sailing  
Championship Regatta for the  
Clifford D. Mallory Trophy at  
Wayzata Yacht Club
Sep 25 – Sep 29

2018 Cleveland (216) Regatta  
at Edgewater Yacht Club
Oct 6 – Oct 7

2018 Lost Turkey Regatta at  
Ft Walton Yacht Club
Nov 10 – Nov 11

C a l e n d a r

16     I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J / 2 2  C l a s s  A s s o c i a t i o n

2019
2019 J/22 Midwinter Championship  
at Ft Walton Yacht Club
Mar 14 – Mar 17

2019 Cleveland Race Week  
at Edgewater Yacht Club
Jun 14 – Jun 23

2019 J/22 North American  
Championship at Wayzata Yacht Club
Jun 20 – Jun 23 

2019 J/22 World Championship  
at Warnemünder Woche at  
Warnemünde Sailing Club eV
Jul 7 – Jul 15

2019 Cleveland (216) Regatta  
at Edgewater Yacht Club
Sep 21 – Sep 22

2020
2020 Cleveland Race Week  

at Edgewater Yacht Club

Jun 19 – Jun 28
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Award & Sports
Saginaw, MI

Sandy Adzick
Haverford, PA

Chris Doyle
Kenmore, NY

Tony Giarratana
Nashville, TN

Nick Imperato
Brielle, NJ

Mart Lamar
Jackson, MS

Frank McGowan
Philadelphia, PA

Mark & Paula 
Martinic

Hoover, AL

James Rawlings
Alexandria, VA

Michael Scott
Bay City, MI

Mark Sexton
Hyannis, MA

Lynn Simpson
New Braunfels, TX

Gold Sponsors have contributed $100 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Gold Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors have contributed $200 to the U.S. Class (in addition to full membership)

Platinum 
Sponsors

Drew Devitt
Media, PA

Matt Dunbar
East Greenwich, RI

Dennis Princing
Saginaw, MI
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